Speech — Logic - Rhetoric



How Does Logic Fit
Into a Christian
Curriculum?



"
God the Author of Logic

John 1:1-3.

In the beginning was the Logos, and the
Logos was with God. He was In the
beginning with God. All things were
created through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made.



" I
What does it mean that God iIs the
Author of Logic?

To understand the mind of God (i.e. His
Word), we need to study logic.

2 Timothy 2:15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.



" I
What does it mean that God iIs the
Author of Logic?

To communicate the mind of God we need
to study logic.

| Peter 3:15

...always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you.



Logic or Chaos

If we eliminate logic, we descend into chaos.



Definition

The study of the principles of correct
reasoning.



How does logic fit
Into a Classical
Curriculum?



Trivium — stage 1

Grammar — the study of the rules
governing the use of language, part of the
general study of language called
linguistics.



Trivium — stage 2
Logic or the Dialectic

Putting grammar together in a logical
manner to construct sound arguments.



Trivium — stage 3
Rhetoric

Using logical arguments to persuade, to
communicate or refute ideas.



"
Logic to analyze words

"0 recognize a false argument
"0 construct a reasoned answer
To recognize propaganda (“must buy”,

“must have”, “must vote for”, “must see”)

To lay a firm foundation for other subjects
— rhetoric, computer languages, math,
geometry, philosophy, linguistics




3 parts of rhetoric stressed at CDA

Speaker — Ethos of the speaker
Message — logical message

Audience — a message crafted for your
audience



" A
How Logic fits into CDA curriculum
Grammar stage = Speech in the 7th/8th grade
Logic stage = Logic in the 8"/9" grade

Rhetoric stage = Rhetoric in the 11t grade



" J
Where does logic come from?

Greeks — a land without lawyers
Romans

Medieval period

Renaissance period

Taught through the 19" century
Largely ignored in the 20" century



Logic for Middle School

An ideal time for the logic stage
An ideal time to shape their arguments

An ideal time to lay foundations



"
Writing at CDA

We need sound arguments for an academic paper. A sound argument
will have:

a thesis that declares the writer's position on the problem at hand;

an acknowledgment of the opposition that nods to, or quibbles with
other points of view;

a set of clearly defined premises that illustrate the argument's line
of reasoning;

evidence that validates the argument's premises;

a conclusion that convinces the reader that the argument has been
soundly and persuasively made.

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~compose/student/ac paper/logic.html




Logic vs Rhetoric

LOGIC RHETORIC
Abstract truths Application of truths
Theoretical Practical
Presents the truth Persuades the hearer
to action
Logic — the closed Rhetoric — the open
fist, hard, threatening, =~ hand, logic softened

fixed and presentable



Parent Questions

My child is illogical. How can he/she learn
logic?

Will my child constantly point out my
illogic?



HOW TO TEACH LOGIC



Text

Introductory & Intermediate Logic

Douglas J. Wilson & James B. Nance



" A
Schedule

Two lessons a week will finish Book 1
around Thanksgiving.

Take your time on Book 2
Book 1 has 28 lessons, Book 2 has 35



" A
Testing

Make your tests simple and directly related
to the concepts you are teaching.

Construct tests that are easily graded. No
essays.



"
Teaching

Teach the material several times
1. Read it aloud in the book

2. Watch the video lesson — have them take
notes

3. Discuss the video lesson and do the exercise
In class.

4. Review the summary of the previous lesson
before teaching the new one.



Teaching Technigues - flashcards

Flashcards — write logic vocabulary in
class

Peer drill with flashcards, drill at home



" S
Teaching Techniques — Student
INnput

Students bring in articles illustrating logic
fallacies

Contest for the most illogical article, advertising
sign, etc.

Bring newspapers, give 5 minutes for a group to
find a fallacy



Homework

Try not to give homework.

Try to complete the lessons in class.



Teacher Training — Self Study

Read other logic books and add to your
storehouse of knowledge.

If you are excited about logic, your
students will be excited about logic



Book 1 - statements

How to make statements in the language
of logic

Everyone who goes to our church believes
In God becomes All our church-goers are
God-believers.



Book 1 — Syllogisms & testing for
validity

An argument with one conclusion, two
premises, and three terms (major term,
minor term, middle term).



Syllogism example
All red plants are living things (premise 1)
All roses are red plants (premise 2)
Therefore, all roses are living things.(conclusion)

minor term: subject of conclusion (roses)

major term: predicate of conclusion (living
things)
middle term: red plants (in both premises)



" A
Student favorites: fallacies

Detecting fallacies (especially in family
members)

E.g. “ad baculum”, the fallacy of the velled
threat.



Student favorites: fallacies

Tu quoque, Latin for “you also”.

Watch out — they will want to point out the
“pot calling the kettle black”.



" S
Book 2 — Propositional Logic and
Truth Trees

More difficult than Book 1
Go slowly and carefully

Use study groups frequently. Peer
teaching Is a great tool for Book 2.



